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Purpose: As a Naval Reservist, I was mobilized to
New York City during the COVID 19 Pandemic
Crisis. This presentation is a brief look at what it
was arrive in New York City on Friday April 10,
2020. The goal of this project would be to eliminate
some of the false security plaguing rural
communities.

Operation Gotham:
200 Navy Medical
Corps and Nurse
Corps Officers
activated to assist
NYC Health and
Hospitals with the
COVID19 Pandemic
Crisis.

Background: To ease the burden on the NYC Health &
Hospital system, in a Joint Operation, the Navy sent 200
Navy Medical corps and Nurse corps officers to New York
City.  By participating in this mobilization, I was given an
inside view of how COVID-19 crippled the densely
populated urban areas of New York City. The City was the
stage of a Sci-Fi movie, and the streets fell silent.  As the
largest public healthcare system in the US NYC Health &
Hospitals provide care for 475,000 uninsured annually.
Coney Island Hospital located in the heart of Coney Island
has a poverty rate of 28%, and the virus ripped through the
community. The hospital treated 463 COVID-19 cases, with
190 (41%) deaths.  
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Welcome to Coney Island
Method: Coney Island Hospital located in the heart of Coney
Island has a poverty rate of 28%, and the virus ripped through
the community. The hospital has 371 beds of which 31 are ICU.
During the peak of the crisis there were an additional 152 ICU
beds added. The Navy Coney Island Team helped with the
transition of their Pediatric Medical Surgical Unit into an Adult
ICU. 

Major outcomes:  The hospital saw 463 COVID-19 deaths for a rate of 41% 

Conclusions and Implications:  There seems in many rural areas
to be a false sense of security in the rural communities served
by rural healthcare providers.  This leaves those working in the
rural health care systems faced with concerns of patient
capacity where there are fewer resources and ICU beds on
average.  This presentation is to share my perspective of New
York City during the COVID 19 crisis and provide a glimpse
into caring for patients in a COVID unit.
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