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An education call to arms: Preparing the Informatics Nurse Specialist (INS) to meet 
edicts for the future.

Purpose
The 2020-2030 National Academy of Medicine (NAM) 
recommends the strengthening of nursing education. To 
this end, organizations providing nursing education have a 
responsibility to provide education for students that is 
current, relevant, and in keeping with nationally 
recognized standards that will positively impact the 
provision of care to  individual patients, communities, and 
the nation as a whole. In preparation to address this 
recommendation, an initiative is proposed which seeks to 
compare and contrast new professional guidelines and 
practice standards for inclusion within graduate-level 
nursing informatics curriculum. Exploration of curricular 
content, practicum experiences, and multi-modal 
teaching strategies within one graduate nursing 
informatics program serves as an exemplar. 

Implications
Prompted by the release of updated guidelines and 
standards for nursing practice and education, this project 
employs the use of curricular mapping of course concepts 
and associated teaching methodologies across one 
graduate-level informatics track. With the rapid pace of 
advancement in technology and its widely accepted use 
across healthcare systems providing a multitude of levels 
of care, it is imperative for nurses to not only 
demonstrate competence with its use, but also 
knowledge of how to best leverage the technology and 
associated data to deliver safe, quality care that positively 
affects patient outcomes (Egberta et al., 2019; AACN, 
2019). Nursing educators will lead this charge. 
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Methods
A compare/contrast review of the new guidelines and 
standards from the three organizations previously 
mentioned will be performed noting concept relationships 
to create a curricular requirement cross-referencing tool. 
An examination of concepts for leveling across courses will 
be done concurrently. This tool will guide the course 
concept mapping process. 

Course resources, assignments, and teaching 
methodologies will be reviewed for content inclusion, 
updating, and adaptation. Practicum course review will 
focus on the expanding role of the INS, competency 
attainment/mastery, and practice readiness of students as 
they relate to the new guidelines and standards (Watson et 
al., 2020). 

Much as nursing practice takes place in a collaborative 
environment, the process for curriculum mapping will be 
undertaken in a collaborative fashion by a team of 
professionals representing the academic and clinical 
environments.  

Major Outcomes
This project provides the opportunity for faculty to 
perform a deep dive into the new guidelines and standards 
required for the practicing Informatics Nurse Specialist. 
Creation of a cross-referencing tool will aid in the review 
process for curricular content and practicum expectations 
for current courses within the informatics specialty track. 
Concurrent consideration will also be made of technology 
use and teaching strategies to align with curricular, 
guideline, and standards updates. Curricular alignment 
with these edicts will support informatics student 
competency attainment and practice readiness (Neville-
Norton & Cantwell, 2019). 

Background and Significance
The 2020-2030 National Academy of Medicine report 
purports edicts for nursing practice inclusive of technology 
and nursing informatics. Coupled with this release are the 
2021 release of the new American Association of Colleges 
of Nursing (AACN) Essentials and the 2022 American 
Nurses Association (ANA) Nursing Informatics Scope and 
Standards. Each of these releases bring opportunities and 
challenges for nursing education programs to assure 
graduates meet the requirements and competencies for 
practice readiness in the informatics specialty. The timing 
for the release of these bodies of work presented a 
“perfect storm” scenario for graduate nursing programs to 
review curricular and experiential content to assure 
inclusion of, and alignment with guidelines and 
recommendations. Updates to the program position 
graduates of nursing programs to practice at the highest 
level for their degree.
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